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GETTING STARTED
The first page of each lesson gives pertinent information 
that will be foundational for the teaching of the lesson. 
Here you will find the Lesson Title, the Lesson Big Idea, 
the Truth About God, and both the Focus Verses and 
Lesson Text. In addition, a callout box will either give 
an overview of the series (the first lesson of each series 
contains this information) or will connect students with 
their daily devotional activity from the previous week.

16

Series Overview:
This series, “Loving the Unloved,” will show the 
great love Jesus has for all people, whether they 
are overlooked and deemed unimportant, seen as 
outcasts in society, or even hated and marginalized 
by others. Just as Jesus loved those others refused 
to love, we are called to show and share His love 
without discrimination. This series helps to highlight 
the command of Jesus to love your neighbor as 
yourself.

LESSON BIG IDEA
I will bless and 
serve those others 
overlook.

FOCUS VERSES
Mark 10:14  
But when Jesus 
saw it, he was much 
displeased, and said 
unto them, Suffer 
the little children to 
come unto me, and 
forbid them not: 
for of such is the 
kingdom of God.

LESSON TEXT 
Psalm 146:5–9; 
Isaiah 61:1–3; Mark 
10:13–16

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God loves to 
bless those others 
overlook, especially 
children.

1.1 LOOKING FOR THE 
OVERLOOKED 

SERIES 1: LOVING THE UNLOVEDJUNE 12, 2022 

LESSON CONNECTION 
Most often the Lesson Connection will be a story or 
illustration designed to give students a glimpse of the 
overall theme of the lesson. Since stories often appeal 
to the heart and emotions, this portion of the lesson 
seeks to engage the heart so the mind is open to 
receive the truth that will be taught.

 TEACHING OUTLINE 

LESSON 1.1

18

Prayer Focus
Lead the group in prayer and consider the following topics of focus:
• For people who feel ignored or unwanted
• That we would be sensitive to the needs of others around us

Icebreaker: Have you ever been overlooked or ignored? What does that 
feel like?

Lesson Connection: Share the Lesson Connection on page 17. 

I. CHILDREN ARE OFTEN OVERLOOKED 

A. The Disciples Were Upset When Parents Brought Their Kids to 
Jesus 
 » What does it feel like to be dismissed or ignored?

B. The Children Got in Their Way 

C. Some See Children as Unimportant 

D. Jesus Saw Everyone as Important 
 » Why do we sometimes tend to treat people differently when 
they appear to be homeless, poor, physically challenged, or 
face some other life difficulty?

E. I Must Choose to See Others the Way Jesus Sees Them 
 » Tell about a time when someone saw potential in you or took 
time to encourage you to pursue God’s will for your life.

II. GOD LOVES TO BLESS THOSE OTHERS OVERLOOK, ESPECIALLY 
CHILDREN 

A. Let the Children Come to Me

B. We Must Become Like Little Children 
 » What are some accusations the enemy might use to convince 
believers they are unworthy of God’s love? How can those 
accusations be countered?

C. Jesus Placed His Hands on Them and Blessed Them 

D. Jesus Came to Minister to and Serve People Others Felt Were 
Unimportant 

E. I Will Bless and Serve Those Others Overlook 
 » Who are some overlooked people God is stirring you to reach 
out to? What has come to mind during this lesson? What can 
we do to fulfill Jesus’ mission?

Internalizing the Message

17

LESSON CONNECTION 

Joseph sat on a crude bench within the walls of an ancient 
Egyptian prison. Deep in thought, he tried to make sense 
out of his situation. What had gone wrong? Did he take a 

wrong turn? Why had God let this happen to him? 

From his youth Joseph had been a strong believer in God. He had 
experienced dreams that, he was convinced, were inspired by God. But 
then, with blow after blow, his life had been reduced to living as a 
societal outcast in a foreign land. 

Joseph’s mind flashed back to the traumatic experience of being 
tackled, tied up, and thrown into a cistern by his own brothers. He 
would never forget the feeling of helplessness and horror when his 
own brothers hauled him out of the pit and helped to chain him, like an 
animal, to the back of a trade caravan.

The years that followed were not much kinder to Joseph. His new boss’s 
promiscuous wife falsely accused him of rape, after he had resisted her 
unwanted advances. Now he was paying for his good moral behavior 
while she continued to enjoy a life of wanton luxury.

Finally Joseph’s luck seemed to change when God gave him the 
interpretations of the dreams of two people who were very close to 
the most powerful man on the planet. Joseph had hoped one of them 
would mention his situation to someone who could help. But it had 
been months, and he still had not heard anything.

The loneliness was suffocating. The sense of abandonment chipped 
away at his self-esteem. It was difficult to resist the temptation to curse 
God, abandon his faith, or become bitter at his brothers and the people 
who had him locked away. 

Joseph sat on that crude prison bench, overlooked and forgotten. He 
was a short distance from the throne room of Pharaoh, but people saw 
no value or potential in the prisoner from Palestine. That is, no one 
but God. God saw Joseph in a very different light. God saw a young 
man who was learning to trust. God saw a leader whose character 
was being developed. God saw the man who would preserve His 
chosen people. 

SERIES 1: LOVING THE UNLOVED

Teacher Option: 
Show Image to 
help illustrate the 
Lesson Connection.

 TEACHING OUTLINE 
The SG (Small Group) Teaching Outline is the lesson 
content in outline form. Each lesson main point is listed 
along with suggested discussion questions. Although the 
outline can be used to teach the lesson in a large group 
setting, the “SG” indicates the content is also designed to 
be used in a Small Group. Because of this, an icebreaker 
question has been provided to help jumpstart interaction 
in the Small Group meeting. A companion piece for Small 
Group participants can be found on the last page of each 
week of material in the student Daily Devotional Guide.

HOW TO USE THIS LESSON GUIDE
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LESSON 
COMMENTARY 
The Lesson Commentary is a manuscript of the 
entire lesson. The lessons are written by various 
Apostolic authors who not only skillfully explain 
the truths of Scripture but also share ways in 
which we can apply these truths to our lives. The 
Lesson Commentary contains discussion questions 
to stimulate thought and media callouts (videos 
and images) to connect with students of all 
learning styles.

INTERNALIZING 
THE MESSAGE 
The end of each lesson will offer a summary of 
the lesson’s content. At times specific actions will 
be suggested to apply the lesson content. The 
goal of each lesson is not just to share biblical 
information, but to show what must be done with 
the information and challenge students to apply 
God’s Word to their lives.

LOOkING fOr THE OvErLOOkEd 

19

LESSON COMMENTArY 

I. CHILdrEN ArE OfTEN OvErLOOkEd 

Of all the people in the world who are overlooked, often 
children are near the top of the list. They are not wage earners 
or heads of households. They are small in stature and do not 
often understand or communicate their needs effectively. In this 
lesson we will discuss the plight of overlooked children, and we 
will let their predicament be representative of the many other 
people groups who are easily overlooked.

A. The disciples Were Upset When Parents Brought Their kids 
to Jesus 

We have all heard the saying, “Children are to be seen but not 
heard.” Many of us remember as a child not feeling as important 
as those who were older than us. Some of us remember sitting 
at the kid’s table at family dinners or being shooed outside when 
the adults were ready to talk about important matters. While 
it can be conceded that certain situations call for “grown-ups” 
because children may not have yet developed certain abilities or 
skills, adults should be careful not to inadvertently communicate 
to children that they are unimportant. Even the disciples of Jesus 
made this mistake. Mark 10:13 tells us, “And they brought young 
children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples 
rebuked those that brought them.” When reading the account, 
our hearts go out to the children who were being shooed away 
from the presence of Jesus. 

B. The Children Got in Their Way 

To be honest, as adults, it is easy to relate to the disciples’ feelings. 
When we have adult projects to do, it can seem like children 
are obstacles or impediments. They have less experience than 
adults. Their skills are limited, as is their attention span. And, 
often, they do not grasp the importance of the matter at hand. 
It is tempting to just ask them to move out of our way so we can 
get things done.

The truth is: training and including children in our lives is time 
consuming and a lot of work. It is inconvenient and requires a 
great deal of patience. But once children are properly trained 
and become part of productive society, they will carry their own 
weight, and then some. The disciples were so focused on their 
goals that they failed to see the long-term picture. That is an 
error we all can make. 

C. Some See Children as Unimportant 

Since adults can mistakenly see children as unimportant, 
children often internalize that message and consider themselves 
unimportant. It is like the person standing on the playground 
waiting to be picked for a team. He nervously watches as the 

What does it feel like 
to be dismissed or 
ignored?
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LOOkING fOr THE OvErLOOkEd 

INTErNALIZING THE MESSAGE 

The senior pastor sat on the platform marveling at the words of faith and 
wisdom flowing from the mouth of the young man at the pulpit. God’s 
anointing was apparent and powerful. The preacher was articulate and 

compassionate, and the principles he was skillfully declaring were biblically 
solid. It was one of those moments when that pastor felt like: there is a God, and 
everything is right in the universe.

As the young man continued to minister, the pastor’s mind flashed back to 
the day twenty years before when he had first taken the reins at the small 
country church. The young man who now waxed eloquent was just barely out 
of toddlerhood at the time. Back in the day, no one expected that child to teach 
a class or even take out the garbage; they just provided weekly classes and 
enjoyed watching him play with the other church kids. 

About that time, the young preacher stepped down the altar steps in order to 
emphasize the final point of his sermon. In that moment the pastor appreciated 
the fact that the sermon being preached was the fruit of a thousand sermons and 
hundreds of Sunday school and youth classes that had nurtured and developed 
the young preacher into a man of God. Furthermore, the conscientious care of 
the church had protected the young man, just as his new wife had been protected 
fifty miles away in another church that understood the value of children. Now 
the two church kids were married and leading a youth group of their own. 

A few minutes later, as the young man asked for everyone to join him in the 
altar, people of every age, every race, and every background made their way to 
the front where they allowed God to minister to and through them to others. 
No one was overlooked. No one was unimportant. Everyone was valuable. It 
doesn’t get any better than that. The joy and satisfaction of seeing someone 
you or someone else in the church mentored doing the work of God brings 
incredible joy and inspires us to love and nurture somebody else. Not everyone 
will have this exact story, but God will use us to find another child or another 
overlooked person to inspire to give his or her life to God so He can make that 
person fruitful in His kingdom. 

Signals the information can be used in a 
Small Group setting.

Shows a video component is available to 
help illustrate the lesson information.

Indicates an image is available to help 
illustrate the lesson information.

Gives direction 
regarding a media 
callout that is available

LEGEND

Contains a suggested 
discussion question

The Following icons and boxes are used throughout to aid leaders in navigating the content.
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WHAT IT IS 
Every leader should have tools to help with the vital mission of 
ensuring spiritual growth for your group or class. My Growth 
Toolkit is a full-service web-based portal to empower leaders in 
the teaching ministry of the church. It features growth tracking, 
record keeping, and management tools for groups or classes as 
well as training materials and special features to help everyone 
stay more connected and pursue spiritual growth. 

HOW TO USE IT 
Purchase a membership at www.mygrowthtoolkit.com. Logging in is as simple as 
creating an account based on the email address you used to purchase your subscription. 
You can survey the training videos, set up your groups and classes, and get started 
managing your church’s growth track.

RESOURCES FOR LEADERS
My Growth Toolkit offers a full array of resources to help lead your group effectively 
including:

• Attendance Tracking and Reporting: After a one-time setup to enter the members 
of your group or class, you can quickly take attendance each session with a few 
simple clicks. You then can access reports on missing participants for follow-up.

• Save Group Member Records: To care for your group, enter notes in each member’s 
records. Then you can quickly pull up a record and review all the information you’ve 
saved rather than relying on mental notes about your group.

• Easy Access to Digital Curriculum: View digital versions of God’s Word for Life  
you purchase, and license this material for others to access as well (based on the 
number of licenses purchased).

• Individual Assessments to Track Spiritual Growth: Encourage group members to 
take the Spiritual Growth Assessment (either anonymously or with their names 
attached) so you can see strengths and areas needing attention for your group. Then 
track progress each quarter as the group grows in their daily study of God’s Word.

• Leader Assessments: In addition to your spiritual growth assessment, take the self-
assessment to identify your strengths and areas in need of attention as leader of 
your group or class. Review the results and use them to bolster your effectiveness 
in discipling those in your care.

• Training: Access training resources in My Growth Toolkit to help you grow as a 
leader in ministering to your group or class.

Visit www.mygrowthtoolkit.com for more information and to access  
any digital resources of God’s Word for Life you have purchased.

MY GROWTH TOOLKIT

Adult LG Summer 22 DJF.indd   6Adult LG Summer 22 DJF.indd   6 12/1/21   10:58 AM12/1/21   10:58 AM



7

DIGITAL RESOURCE KIT
The Resource Kit offers a wide array of 
materials to help expand the impact of each 
lesson. From videos that inspire discussion to 
social media tools to help encourage adults 
to join your group or class, this kit provides 
tools to help leaders grow their group and 
make teaching time more effective.

DIGITAL PLANNER
Make plans, set goals, develop spiritual 
habits, and evaluate your daily, monthly, and 
yearly progress, all in the context of God’s 
Word for Life. This annual digital planner 
helps adults organize their lives around 
God’s Word, engage with specific portions 
of the God’s Word for Life materials, and 
pursue the goals, dreams, and desires God 
has placed in their hearts.

PODCAST
The God’s Word for Life Podcast presents portions of Scripture with fresh insight 

and urges adults to think deeply about how the 
Bible impacts their lives. Each week episodes will 
encourage listeners to engage with God’s Word 
through reflection and prayer, further develop their 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and live out 
God’s Word in their lives. 

A WEEKLY PODCAST
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DREAMPRAYER JOURNALPLANCHECK-INSGOALS

2021 2022

THIS MONTH’S 
GROWTH GOAL:
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

PRAYER REQUESTS:
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

NOTES:

MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE
MARCH 2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

 GOD’S WORD TEACHES US HOW TO LIVE A LIFE THAT IS PLEASING TO HIM.

PSALM 10-12
ACTS 17

PSALM 13-16
ACTS 18

PSALM 17-18
ACTS 19 PSALM 19-24 PSALM 25-27

ACTS 20

 GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND CAN BE TRUSTED.

PSALM 28-30
ACTS 21 PSALM 31-35 PSALM 36-37

ACTS 22
PSALM 38-40

ACTS 23
PSALM 41-43

ACTS 24

 GOD IS WORTHY TO BE WORSHIPED AND PRAISED.

PSALM 44-46
ACTS 25

PSALM 47-49
ACTS 26

PSALM 50-52
ACTS 27 PSALM 53-58 PSALM 59-61

ACTS 28

 GOD EXPECTS US TO FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF HIS WORD.

JOB 38-39
ACTS 15 JOB 40-42 PSALM 1-3

ACTS 16 PSALM 4-9

 GOD IS OUR PROTECTOR.

PSALM 62-64
ROMANS 1

PSALM 65-67
ROMANS 2

PSALM 68-69
ROMANS 3

PSALM 70-72
ROMANS 4

WEEKLY REFLECTION

WEEKLY REFLECTION

WEEKLY REFLECTION

WEEKLY REFLECTION

DIGITAL RESOURCES

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@GWFLife@GodsWordforLife @GodsWordforLife

pentecostalpublishing.com
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LESSON BIG IDEA
I will allow the Holy 
Ghost to empower 
me to live the way 
God wants me to live.

FOCUS VERSES
Jeremiah 31:33 
But this shall be the 
covenant that I will 
make with the house 
of Israel; After those 
days, saith the Lord, 
I will put my law in 
their inward parts, 
and write it in their 
hearts; and will be 
their God, and they 
shall be my people.

LESSON TEXT 
Jeremiah 31:31–34; 
Acts 2:1–18, 37–41

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God writes His law on 
our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.

HANDWRITING  
ON THE HEART 

JUNE 5 2022

PENTECOST SUNDAY

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Thinking about Last Week:
Have students refer to their Daily Devotional Guide 
to answer the following questions:

1. What most affected you as you read through 
the Bible Reading Plan, the Lesson Text, and 
the Biblical Insights?

2. How did it shape your prayers and thoughts 
throughout the week?

3. Do you feel you grew closer to the Lord this 
past week? Why or why not?

8

PS
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PENTECOST SUNDAY

It was a long journey—nearly two thousand miles. Traversing mid-
America in a moving truck and car, the young couple and their nine-
year-old were experiencing mixed emotions. Their hearts and minds 

were flooded with both excitement and trepidation. Without a doubt 
God had orchestrated the move, but more than a few people had also 
warned them they were going to a part of the country where people 
were cold and churches were hard to build. 

It was much like an arranged marriage. At first it seemed impersonal—a 
mandate requiring an act of obedience rather than a choice born of 
human passion. Several months before, the husband had been feeling 
like God was preparing him for a new step in ministry and had offered to 
go anywhere God wanted him to go. Then a series of God connections 
made it clear God had assigned his family to a part of the country none 
of them had ever even visited. As if to underline the dramatic change 
they were about to experience, on the Sunday they preached at the 
small church in need of a pastor, a winter storm blew in and it snowed six 
inches. So the man helped shovel the drive before preaching his first time 
in New England. A few weeks later, they made a second trip to scope out 
the area before agreeing to the new assignment. They were greeted with 
another snowstorm. On that trip they also discovered housing options 
were limited and much more expensive than they had expected.

The next few years required many adjustments. Having transitioned 
from urban to rural, from south to north and from west to east, the 
young family felt as if they had moved to a foreign country. It was very 
different from anything they would have chosen. But God, in His mercy, 
began showering them with a series of incredible—hard to believe—
promises. God promised many victories and an unprecedented harvest. 
Conversely, the enemy did all he could to discourage this new pastor and 
his family. Some of their early spiritual battles caused them to question 
everything God was saying, as well as the sustainability of their ministry.

Then it happened; something gradually changed on the inside. Several 
years after moving, the family had the opportunity to visit the place 
they had left. While there they realized they had fallen in love with their 
new home. In fact, they now preferred winding roads, rock walls, and 
four seasons, instead of big ranches, sprawling housing developments, 
and hot weather. Somewhere along the way, their place of ministry 
had changed from being an assigned place to being home. Their field 
changed from being an impersonal, assigned location to a personal 
territory. The mission moved from their heads to their hearts, and that 
change made all the difference. The heart connection is deeper than the 
head connection; it can be a powerful glue that marries someone to a 
person, place, or thing. Knowing this, God makes it His goal to anchor 
every believer to Him, deep in the heart, not just in the head.

LESSON CONNECTION
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Icebreaker:  Have you ever had to make a difficult move (e.g., a new 
home, a new job)? Explain what made it difficult.

Lesson Connection: Share the Lesson Connection on page 9. 

I. THE FEAST OF PENTECOST

A. To Celebrate the Harvest 

B. To Commemorate the Giving of the Law 

C. We Should Celebrate Both God’s Provision and His Principles 
 » Do you see attending church or small group as an opportunity 
to celebrate God’s provisions and laws? Why or why not?

II. THE OLD COVENANT POINTED OUT HUMANITY’S INABILITY TO 
FOLLOW GOD’S LAW 

A. Through Jeremiah, the Lord Promised a New Covenant 
 » What does it mean to have God’s law written on our hearts? 
What changes when godly principles take root deep in our 
hearts? 

B. The Law Would Be Written in Our Minds 

C. The Law Would Be Written on Our Hearts 
 » What was the difference for you between learning about the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit and actually receiving the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit?

D. I Am Thankful for the New Covenant 

III. GOD WRITES HIS LAW ON OUR HEARTS THROUGH THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 

 » How does praying in tongues encourage and edify you?

A. We Are Called to Live According to the New Covenant 

B. The Holy Ghost Gives Us Power to Please God 

C. I Will Allow the Holy Ghost to Empower Me to Live the Way God 
Wants Me to Live
 » How would you encourage someone who is seeking the Holy 
Spirit but has not yet received it by the initial evidence of 
speaking in tongues?

Internalizing the Message 

 TEACHING OUTLINE 

Prayer Focus
Lead the group in prayer and consider the following topics of focus:
• Celebrating God’s principles that have made a relationship with Him 

possible
• For the Holy Ghost to be poured out on those who desire to be filled

LESSON PS
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LESSON COMMENTARY 
I. THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 

Remembering our past blessings and worshiping God can 
change our state of mind. More importantly, it can change the 
atmosphere of our hearts. God knows our frame, and since He 
wanted to help the Israelites appreciate the many things He had 
done for them, He instituted seven annual religious feasts. The 
Feast of Pentecost was one of those holy days ordained by God 
to help them celebrate two things: the harvest and the giving of 
the Mosaic law.

A. To Celebrate the Harvest 

Pentecost was designed to cause people to pause and recognize 
God’s provision. It was an exercise in being thankful, much like 
our tradition of saying grace before dinner or beginning each 
day in prayer. It was a time to choose to appreciate something 
even if one’s emotions were not where they should be.

B. To Commemorate the Giving of the Law 

Pentecost also emphasized that the Mosaic law was a great 
gift from God to His people. God’s laws were intended to help 
humanity live with God-pleasing morals and values. History has 
testified to this fact. Nations built upon biblical principles have 
been blessed. When nations abandon them, their civility and 
peace steeply decline. True believers do not seek to outmaneuver 
God’s Word; they eagerly embrace them as guiding principles. 

C. We Should Celebrate Both God’s Provision and His Principles 

Just as the Jews celebrated God’s provisions and His laws, 
present-day believers celebrate them each week when they 
gather for meetings in homes and in churches. By setting aside 
time to praise, pray, and worship as a corporate body, believers 
show their gratitude to the one who has blessed them, provided 
for them, and saved them. In addition, they celebrate by honoring 
God with tithes and offerings, thus signifying they understand 
the true source of all their blessings. 

II.  THE OLD COVENANT POINTED OUT HUMANITY’S 
INABILITY TO FOLLOW GOD’S LAW 

Although God’s laws given through Moses were good and right, 
it soon became evident that humanity was incapable of keeping 
them through mere willpower or religious traditions. The pull 
of the flesh and the world seem to eventually overwhelm even 
the most noble believers. When reading the Old Testament—a 
record of life under the Old Covenant—it becomes clear that 
many people began to follow God with great intentions, only 
to be sidetracked by flesh or temptation. Even believers who 
complied with the many requirements set forth in the Law 

Do you see 
attending church 
or small group as 
an opportunity to 
celebrate God’s 
provisions and laws? 
Why or why not?
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seemed to fall far short. The Law successfully underscored the 
depravity of humanity.

A. Through Jeremiah, the Lord Promised a New Covenant 

But God had a better idea, even before Creation. His plan was 
to conquer sin and give humanity the power they needed to be 
true children of God. Through the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord 
revealed His plans to establish a New Covenant.

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah—not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be My people. No more 
shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, “Know the Lord,” for they all shall know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says 
the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I 
will remember no more. (Jeremiah 31:31–34, NKJV)

B. The Law Would Be Written in Our Minds 

In Jeremiah 31:33 God promised, “I will put My law in their minds” 
(NKJV). This verse points to divine illumination that comes 
from reading and understanding God’s Word. It foreshadows 
concepts like Paul would later explain, such as “the renewing 
of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Instead of being in relationship 
with a movement, a denomination, or a set of doctrines, God 
intends for believers to be in relationship with Him. God wants 
to penetrate the minds and thoughts of His people. He wants to 
give them new mindsets.

C. The Law Would Be Written on Our Hearts 

The phrase “write it on their hearts” speaks of something more 
experiential. The difference between head knowledge and heart 
experience can by illustrated by considering the difference 
between reading about a hamburger and all of its ingredients 
and biting into a juicy piece of beef complimented by sauces 
and veggies. The New Covenant allows humanity to experience 
God. It allows us to “taste and see that the Lord is good” 
(Psalm 34:8). This kind of relationship can only be developed 
through a series of intimate encounters with God. That is why 
it is important for churches to provide opportunities for people 
to worship passionately, respond emotionally to the preached 
Word, and “move in the Spirit” as God does sovereign things in 
the lives of His people.

What does it mean 
to have God’s 

law written on 
our hearts? What 

changes when 
godly principles 

take root deep in 
our hearts? 

Teacher Option: 
Show Video to 
either take the 

place of the 
question or to help 

illustrate it.

What was the 
difference for you 
between learning 

about the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and 
actually receiving 

the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit?

LESSON PS
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D. I Am Thankful for the New Covenant 

God’s idea was to make a New Covenant with individual 
believers, which allows God to live inside believers and give 
them the ability—divinely inspired passion and wisdom—to live 
as the Bible instructs. He wants to make His people “more than 
conquerors” (Romans 8:37), for which we, as His people, should 
be extremely thankful. However, this power does not come 
automatically. We must take action by seeking the Lord with all 
our hearts and receiving all He has for us.

III.  GOD WRITES HIS LAW ON OUR HEARTS THROUGH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 

God chose the Day of Pentecost, following Jesus’ ascension, as 
the chosen time to fulfill His promise to come and dwell within 
believers. It was a fulfillment of many prophecies, including 
the one from Jeremiah we recently referenced. The second 
chapter of Acts records this incredible spiritual breakthrough 
that altered the course of humanity and launched the church on 
its mission to take the gospel to the whole world. On the Day 
of Pentecost, Jesus fulfilled the promise to come to live in the 
hearts of believers. 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as 
of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1–4)

Speaking in unlearned languages was not a random 
phenomenon. For people to speak in tongues as the Spirit 
gives the utterance, they need God’s empowerment. Only 
God can write His law on our hearts. To receive the Spirit we 
must surrender our minds, emotions, and bodies (specifically 
our tongues) to God. Speaking in tongues supernaturally 
demonstrates how God can bypass the mind and go right to 
the heart. Spirit-filled believers often find there are days when 
the only way they find the strength and courage to continue is 
by turning to God in prayer and praying in the Spirit, speaking 
in tongues.

A. We Are Called to Live According to the New Covenant 

On the Day of Pentecost, a new and “better covenant” was 
sealed (Hebrews 8:6). The New Covenant is based on the finished 
work of Calvary. Humans are still expected to hold up their end 
of the relationship with God, but, under the New Covenant, 
God provides believers with everything they need to succeed. 
Believers provide the will while God provides the way.

How does praying 
in tongues 
encourage and 
edify you?

HANDWRITING  ON THE HEART 
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LESSON PS

B. The Holy Ghost Gives Us Power to Please God 

Living under the New Covenant is better than the Old, much like 
the difference between the old job and the new job a certain 
man once experienced. One summer he found himself smiling 
more and actually enjoying his day at work. The only difference 
between that year and the previous one was that he had a new and 
better contract. He enjoyed better pay, better working conditions, 
and better benefits. He was still required to show up and work 
diligently, but his quality of life had just taken a great leap forward. 

When believers choose to live in covenant with God and allow 
Him to fill them with His Spirit, their quality of life improves 
exponentially. It does not mean better pay in the physical sense, 
but the benefits of joy, peace, and faith far outweigh the life of 
sin they left behind.

C. I Will Allow the Holy Ghost to Empower Me to Live the Way 
God Wants Me to Live

When God poured out His Spirit on the disciples in the upper 
room, those who witnessed this amazing event began to ask 
questions as to how they could be included:

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, 
Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call. (Acts 2:37–39)

The same advice still applies today. God gives the invitation 
to everyone. Those who will humble themselves and obey His 
Word will be provided the resources and power they need to live 
an abundant life. However, because sin has ravaged people for 
millennia, many people are hesitant to open their hearts. Sin has 
abused humanity to the point that many people have trouble 
trusting even God. But those who do open their hearts wide to 
God will not be disappointed.

How would 
you encourage 

someone who is 
seeking the Holy 

Spirit but has not 
yet received it by 

the initial evidence 
of speaking in 

tongues?
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INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE 

Champ wasn’t supposed to live. In an unfortunate act of 
cruelty, someone had poured acid on his body causing 
severe burns that triggered serious infections. It was a 

tragic case of physical abuse that required a series of treatments, 
including skin grafts and extended medical care. But he lived and his optimism 
seemed to survive as well.

In 2007 a New Jersey couple rescued the floppy-eared beagle who had escaped 
his tormentor and wandered into traffic. A concerned citizen called the police. 
The responding animal control officer said Champ had been abused more 
severely than any animal he had seen in his four decades of service. The Martins, 
who are Christians and are also committed to rescuing animals, nursed Champ 
back to health and trained him to serve as a therapy dog. But the journey was 
not easy. One article put it like this: “Before Champ’s skin could heal, however, 
the Martins had to restore his confidence. Champ was so afraid that he would 
not emerge from a small cage in the Martins’ home” (northjersey.com, Mike 
Kelly, “The Tale of Champ”).

Just as abused dogs are often hesitant to be helped, people who have been 
abused by life are sometimes hesitant to become vulnerable with God. If you 
have been beat up by life, it might be hard to imagine a life of being loved 
and empowered, but that is the life God offers. The path to a relationship with 
God starts with many prayer and altar experiences. It will often mean becoming 
vulnerable when God’s Word is being preached. It may be a challenge to let God 
take you from a head-based faith to a heart-based faith, but the benefits will be 
amazing, and the results will be eternal.

Teacher Option: 
Show Image to 
help illustrate the 
Lesson Connection.
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